
 

From independence to today: political stability and agricultural transformation

Basic information on Ghana
Ghana and Ivory Coast: false twins?
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29.8 
million

25 
million

GDP: 43 
billion USD

78.8  
inhabitants/km2

HDI 

140/193
Human Development Index

Foreign direct investment

HDI 

170/193

71% 
(Total, adults)

44% 
(Total, adults)

238,540 
Sq. km

322,460 
Sq. km

GDP: 65.5 
 billion USD

Ghana: 9.4% - Ivory Coast: 0.4%

2,202.3 
US dollars

1,715.5 
 US dollars

Ivory Coast
Ivory Coast

Ivory Coast

Ivory Coast

Ivory Coast

Ivory Coast
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Political stability

Kwame N’Krumah presidency 

Political instability

<< Strategy of state-planned industrialisation >> << Liberalisation / Structural-adjustment plans >>

“Farmers’ Day” is a national holiday created by the government 
to acknowledge the important role that farmers and fishermen 
play in Ghana’s economy.
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Information on agriculture in Ghana
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Proportion of budget allocated  
to agriculture

Percentage of population  
in rural areas

IMPORTANT ROLE  
OF EXPORT CROPS

Perennials

Staples

Fishing 
Aquaculture

Fruit

Livestock

Pesticides
Use in agriculture

143,600 tonnes  
in Ghana in 2014

Millions of tonnes Thousands of tonnes

Total fish in Ghana:  
380,000 tonnes

Prevalence  
of under-nutrition

Ivory Coast 

Ghana
Nigeria

World’s 2nd largest producer  
Main export crop 
10.2% of agricultural GDP 
Livelihood for  
800,000 families

Rubber, Cashew, Coconut, Coffee

COCOA

PALM OIL 
102,175 tonnes of exported 
crude oil

43.9% 
(Total, adults)

49.2% 
(Total, adults)

Ivory Coast

0.01 kg/ha0.05 kg/ha

Ivory Coast

Ghana

Ghana

Ghana

379 
tonnes

93 
tonnes

Ivory Coast

20091990

Source: https://www.iisd.org/sites/default/files/uploads/ghana-agricultural-transformation-timeline.pdf
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<< Liberalisation / Structural-adjustment plans >>

Agriculture integrated into the macroeconomy

<< Economic growth >>

Land-use project
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> Peaceful transfers of power, democratic model

1st
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5.5% 19%

Percentage of ODA

Agriculture,  
forestry and fishing

Official development assistance
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Taro
1.2

Yam
7.9

Rice - 0.7

Cassava
18.4

Captured fishery
327,457 t

Aquaculture
52 Mt

Pineapple
677

Orange
702

Papaya
5.8

banana
88

Sheep

Goats

Cattle Pigs

Poultry
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