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� Food security — defined since the 1996
World Food Summit as existing “when all
people at all times have access to sufficient,
safe, nutritious food to maintain a healthy
and active life,” a definition that is commonlyand active life,” a definition that is commonly
held to include both physical and economic
access to food that meets people’s dietary
needs as well as their food preferences — is
back at the top of the international
policymaking agenda



� Today, the food system no longer responds to
the nutritional needs of people, nor to
sustainable production based on respect for the
environment, but is based on a model rooted in a
capitalist logic of seeking the maximum profit,
optimization of costs and exploitation of theoptimization of costs and exploitation of the
labour force in each of its productive sectors.
Common goods such as water, seeds, land,
which for centuries have belonged to
communities, have been privatized, robbed from
the people and converted into exchange currency
at the mercy of the highest bidder.



� There is an emerging and reasonable consent
among experts and academics about the
range of causes. However, debate is ongoing
about the relative contribution of these
causes. There is certainly no one, single
cause; rather, many factors are interacting incause; rather, many factors are interacting in
different, locally specific ways. Causes and
channels vary between different places and
over time, as has happened in previous
commodity booms. Some are cyclical, some
are structural and some are unique.



� The neoliberal policies applied indiscriminately in
the course of the last thirty years on a planetary
scale (trade liberalisation at all costs, payment of
the foreign debt for the countries of the South,
privatization of public services and goods and so
on) as well as a model of agriculture and food aton) as well as a model of agriculture and food at
the service of a capitalist logic bear the primary
responsibility for this situation. In fact, we have a
deeper systemic problem with a global food
model which is extremely vulnerable to
economic, ecological and social shocks.



� As most of African countries rely on food
imports, trade policies become extraordinarily
important. The lack of stable trade system
could be a huge factor. Over six years of trade
negotiations, Doha Round (It is the current
trade-negotiation round of the WTO whichtrade-negotiation round of the WTO which
started in November 2001.), which aims to
lower trade barriers, couldn’t reach a
consensus. As the food crisis goes on, at least
24 countries have reduced tariffs or taxes on
imports. However, I believe that trade
liberalization isn’t the solution to the food
crisis.



� Another huge problem is that wealthy
countries often subsidize their domestic
agricultures, which makes developing
countries hard to compete with their low
prices. Besides, numerous countries, from
Argentina to Russia, have build exportArgentina to Russia, have build export
barriers in order to support domestic food
supply. With limiting exports, countries that
depend on food imports first feel the
consequences. Those are most developing
countries, including West African countries.



� The World Trade Organization (WTO),
established in 1995, consolidated the policies
of structural adjustment programmes by means
of international treaties, subjecting national
laws to its designs. Trade agreements
administered by the WTO like the Generaladministered by the WTO like the General
Agreement on Trade and Tariffs (GATT), the
General Agreement on Trade in Services (GATS)
and the Agreement on Trade-Related Aspects
of Intellectual Property Rights (TRIPs) further
consolidated the control of the countries of the
North over the economies of the South.



� The WTO policies forced developing
countries to eliminate tariffs on imports,
end protection for and subsidies to small
producers and open their borders to the
products of transnational corporationsproducts of transnational corporations
while the markets of the North remained
highly protected



� In the 1980 and 90s, the systematic application
of structural adjustment programmes in the
countries of the South by the World Bank and
International Monetary Fund, so that they could
pay the foreign debt, aggravated further the
already difficult living conditions of the greateralready difficult living conditions of the greater
part of the population in these countries. The
programmes had as their main focus the
subordination of the economy of the country to
the payment of debt by applying the maxim
"export more and spend less".



� The shock measures imposed by these programmes
consisted of forcing the governments of the South to
withdraw subsidies to commodities such as bread, rice,
milk and sugar and a drastic reduction in public
spending on education, health, housing and
infrastructure.infrastructure.

� Devaluation of the national currency was forced, making
products cheaper to export, but reducing the
purchasing power of the domestic population while
interest rates were increased in order to attract foreign
capital with high rates of remuneration, generating a
speculative spiral. Ultimately, a series of measures which
led to the most extreme poverty for the peoples of these
countries



� With high oil prices, inevitably, the
transportation fees will also go higher. This
makes trucking food from farm to local
markets, and shipping abroad more
expansive. It turns out that food prices are
rising so as to respond to the cost. Beforerising so as to respond to the cost. Before
2012, crude oil prices soar to 137 USD per
barrel, and it seems to be increasing steadily.
Currently the prices have dropped to about
110 USD which is still higher than what it was
in 2007.



� The rising oil prices both directly and
indirectly impact on commodity prices as well
as people’s daily consumption

� High cost of oil and energy is affecting� High cost of oil and energy is affecting
transportation of agricultural inputs and
outputs, mechanical cultivation, fertilizers
and pesticides.



� This has long been a controversial issue. Food or
fuel? An estimated 100 million tons of grains are
being used to produce from food to fuel. United
States, where making biofuels is subsidized, has
lured thousands of farmers away from growing crops
for food. Corn is the primary crop used for the
production of ethanol, with America being theproduction of ethanol, with America being the
biggest producer. In July, 2006, 20% of corn crops
were being used for ethanol, in August, 2007, it’s up
3%. USDA (United States Department of Agriculture)
estimated by the time of September, 2008, 34% of
corn crops will be used for ethanol production. In
addition to U.S, some European countries have also
devoted to biofuel development, such as England,
France and Germany.



� This has led to less food available for human
consumption, especially in poor countries,
where a family’s daily budget for food
purchase is quite limited. Ironically, amounts
of maize needed to fill a tank of an averageof maize needed to fill a tank of an average
car with biofuels are as much as an African
person consuming in an entire year.



� Many African countries are the main
recipients of large amounts of foreign aid.
This, however, could be another form of
food-dumping. While “foreign aid” flows into
those countries, the local trade market isthose countries, the local trade market is
distorted. Rural famers couldn’t compete with
the low price which wealthy countries bring
in.



� Weather disruptions, including serious droughts, 
have affected output in several key producing 
countries in the mid-2000s.  This has led to two 
successive years of negative growth in world 
cereal production. Desertification in the case of 
the front line countries in West Africa; Niger, Mali, the front line countries in West Africa; Niger, Mali, 
Nigeria, Senegal and Mauritania 

� Climate change, natural disasters and conflicts 
which have in the past couple of years aggravated 
the food supply shortages in some parts of the 
West Africa.



� IncreasingIncreasingIncreasingIncreasing urbanizationurbanizationurbanizationurbanization often means that
more people are becoming purchasers rather
than producers of food.

� Increasing urbanization also leads to Under-� Increasing urbanization also leads to Under-
investment in rural infrastructure and
agricultural innovation.



Modern ploughing, overgrazing, fertilizer
and pesticide use result in the steady
depletion of worldwide topsoil. Water and
winds carry away the soil, when it is not fixed
by plant cover. An estimated 25 billion tonsby plant cover. An estimated 25 billion tons
of topsoil are lost to erosion each year. The
UN estimates that erosion has now seriously
degraded about 40 per cent on the world’s
agricultural land.



� Bourgeoning food deficit due to rising population and
compounded by the competition between growing
human consumption, animal feed production, and
industrial usage for cereals and grains, consequent
upon import restrictions as well as local contentupon import restrictions as well as local content
guideline for industries and export promotion of all
commodities;

� Critical supply shortages implicated by lack of
significant expansion in land area under cultivation and
low level of use of modern inputs, inadequate credit,
labour shortages, low technology and policy failure
with respect to inputs like fertilizers and credit;



� Causes of the food crisis in Africa vary.
Many reasons contribute to the food crisis.
Nevertheless, we hardly could tell which is
to blame or which the main factor is.
African hunger is a systemic crisis as well as
a global crisis. Nowadays, the worlda global crisis. Nowadays, the world
becomes a close community; therefore,
countries linked to each other. What
happens to a small area may affect the
whole..



� Globally, climate change, overpopulation, changing
eating habits as well as the most concerned oil
prices are all related to soaring food crisis in West
Africa. However, an ineffective trade system can
also impact the food prices , which afterward
triggers a bigger food crisis. What makes Westtriggers a bigger food crisis. What makes West
African problem worse is the long-existing poverty,
endless conflicts and political instability and
appalling sanitation. These combined have made
West Africa now struggle more in the food crisis.
An analysis of causes of the global and West
African food crisis gives us a better view to find a
solution right to the urgent issue.
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Thanks for your attention!


