
 

 

West African Workshop on Approaches to Research and Development  

by and with Smallholder Farmers – Ouagadougou 25–27 November 2014 

 

Call for cases 
 

On 25–27 November 2014, the West African Workshop on Approaches to Research and Development by and 

with Smallholder Farmers in Francophone West Africa will be held in Ouagadougou, Burkina Faso. Organisations 

and individuals interested to join this event and contribute their experiences are invited to express their interest 

according to the guidelines at the end of this call. 

The workshop is an initiative of a diverse group that includes civil-society organisations partnering with 

Germany-based Misereor, members of the PROLINNOVA/PROFEIS1 network in the region, the McKnight 

Foundation’s Collaborative Crop Research Program (CCRP), the CGIAR Research Program CCAFS (Climate 

Change, Agriculture and Food Security) in West Africa, CORAF (West and Central African Council for Agricultural 

Research and Development), the Agri-ProFocus (APF) network and the Swiss Development Cooperation (SDC).  

It is organised back-to-back with a two-day West African Farmer Innovation Fair / Foire de l’innovation 

Paysanne en l’Afrique de l’Ouest (FIPAO) to be held 28–29 November 2014. FIPAO will be an important 

platform to present the recommendations of the workshop to policymakers and others visiting the fair. Both 

events are part of the International Year of Family Farming (2014) and the Year of Agriculture and Food 

Security in Africa declared by the African Union. During the final day of the Fair, the International Farmer 

Innovation Day will be celebrated with all visitors. 

Rationale 

Smallholder farmers2 worldwide are persistent innovators in their efforts to adapt to changing conditions and to 

survive. Discovering how and why these farmers innovate makes outsiders appreciate what local people are 

already trying to do to improve their situation. Also farmers start to see themselves differently: although often 

poor in terms of financial resources and formal education, they realise they are rich in knowledge and ideas. In 

this context, efforts to promote innovation by farmers and to involve them in formal agricultural research and 

development (ARD) create learning opportunities for all involved – not only the farmers. 

In West Africa, there is still fairly limited recognition by the formal ARD sector of the role of farmer innovation 

in ARD. While there are some promising initiatives and organisations concerned with farmer-led ARD, these are 

scattered and not well linked. The work is supported by some local and international NGOs and a few 

agricultural research programmes, but with little communication between them. To address this gap, various 

organisations working in research and development in West Africa have taken the initiative to organise a West 

African Workshop on Approaches to Research and Development by and with Smallholder Farmers and a West 

African Farmer Innovation Fair. These activities are designed to bring farmer innovation and farmers’ roles in 

ARD to the forefront and to increase interaction, linkages and learning among all actors concerned. 

Objectives 

The workshop has three main objectives: 

• To generate insights and lessons on using and promoting research and development approaches by and 

with smallholder farmers in the francophone West African Sahel; 

• To formulate recommendations for strengthening and mainstreaming farmer-led research and development 

approaches in the francophone West African Sahel; and 

• To create linkages and encourage networking among advocates of this approach as a basis for exploring 

further collaborative action.  

                                                           
1 PROmoting Local INNOVAtion in ecologically oriented agriculture and natural resource management / PROmoting Farmer 
Experimentation and Innovation in the Sahel (www.prolinnova.net)  
2
 The word “farmers” is used here in a wide sense to encompass cultivators, agropastoralists, pastoralists, fishers, forest users 

and other artisanal users of natural resources. 
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The workshop process 

The workshop will have one or two keynote speakers. Other experiences will be presented and discussed using 

various interactive workshop methods such as lesson-focused posters, groupwork and Open Space. Through 

this process, the workshop will: i) critically review current experiences with farmer-led innovation development, 

identifying strengths and weaknesses of different approaches; ii) analyse the institutional context within which 

the farmer-led approach is taking shape; and iii) formulate lessons and recommendations for further promotion 

of the approach in the region. 

The working language in the workshop will be French, with translation support for the farmer innovators into 

and from their local languages. There will be no translation into English. 

Main outputs of the workshop 

The main outputs of the workshop will include: 

1. Electronic proceedings with full text of posters, papers and syntheses of thematic sessions; 

2. Content for social media (linked to the International Farmer Innovation Day celebrations on 29 November 

and to the 2014 International Year of Family Farming campaign); and 

3. A workshop report and collective document outlining lessons, recommendations and policy messages.  

If the organisers succeed in mobilising additional funding, main elements of Outputs 1 and 3 will be published in 

a printed book. 

Who can attend the workshop? 

The workshop will bring together around 30 participants with a common interest in and experience with farmer-

led research and development approaches in West Africa. The aim is to cover diverse experiences, including 

those of farmer innovators, practitioners facilitating participatory research development on the ground, formal 

researchers, programme coordinators, policymakers and funding agencies. Key selection criteria will be: 

• The relevance and learning potential of the experiences in farmer-led research and development offered for 

sharing during the workshop; 

• Preparedness to document and share these experiences; 

• The capacity to communicate in French, both orally and in writing; 

• Adherence to given deadlines and other conditions that are part of the selection process. 

If you are interested to join the workshop … 

… contact the organisers (see below) and provide the following information: name and institutional affiliation, 

full contact details, and brief description of how you would contribute to the objectives of the workshop, 

specifying the specific experience(s) in farmer-led research and development you would like to share. 

Please send your expression of interest no later than 31 July 2014. The decision on your participation 

will be communicated to you no later than 15 September 2014. For a limited number of participants, the 

organisers will be able to cover costs of international travel and accommodation in Ouagadougou. Please 

indicate in your response whether you would like to apply for this or whether you can cover the costs of your 

participation from other sources.  

Selected participants will be required to document their experiences in the form of a paper or poster as input 

into the workshop process, to be sent to the workshop organisers no later than 15 October 2014. 

Further information: 

Please contact the international workshop committee through Ms Gabriela Quiroga (g.quiroga@etcnl.nl) and Mr 

Laurens van Veldhuizen (l.van.veldhuizen@etcnl.nl) at ETC Foundation or the West African regional committee 

through Mr Arsène Konaté (arsene.konate@if-burkina.net) at INADES-Formation/Burkina Faso and Mr Mathieu 

Ouedraogo (ouedraogom.mathieu@yahoo.fr) at R-MARP-Burkina. 

 

    


