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Foreword

West Africa is facing substantial challenges in, and holds great potential for, meeting the food security needs of the future. The region’s high
population growth and mounting numbers of urban poor, low productivity of major crops, and the effects of climate change and deteriorating
natural resources may greatly worsen food insecurity and resilience, especially if political turmoil continues in the region. At the same time, the
untapped potential to increase production—particularly through stimulating considerable increases in productivity—holds vast promise, as does
the incentive of larger markets increasingly concentrated in population centers.

Evidence worldwide tells us that investing in agriculture—which now accounts for only 35 percent of West African gross domestic product but
employs 60 percent of its population—is the best approach for generating sustained and rapid pro-poor growth. Given West Africa’s diversity of
agro-ecologies, regional trade has always been important for the region’s population to meet its food security needs; in fact, West Africa is a region
of countries that are dependent on each other for food security. In 1990, the ECOWAS Trade Liberalization Scheme was fully launched to support
further integration of the West African states through free movement of goods and persons across the region.

Now, in 2013, food security and economic growth, two keystones of resilience, will be realized only if the many constraints to free movement of the
region’s staple commodities—livestock, maize, millet, sorghum, cowpea, onions, and others—are lifted. Producers must be able to take advantage
of markets across borders, consumers must be able to purchase food transported efficiently and at low cost, and processors must be able to make
investments that capture the advantages of regional economies of scale.

The constraints to free movement are complex, involve many actors, and take place at different levels. The ambitious goal of this conference, “Food
Across Borders: Improving Food Security Through Regional Trade,"is to jump-start the actions needed to unleash the full potential of regional trade
to help safeguard the region’s food security in the future. Those actions will primarily be actions taken by you, the participants of this conference:
representatives of civil society, governments, the private sector, and technical partners. Food Across Borders will present you with a forum to
define those actions, modalities, and monitoring mechanisms needed, and most importantly, to voice your support and articulate commitments.
We hope you will rise to the opportunity and challenge that Food Across Borders offers to make a lasting impact on food security in the region
through regional trade.

On behalf of ECOWAS On behalf of the United States Government

Some 22 years after the ECOWAS Trade
Liberalization Scheme (ETLS) was

Increasing regional trade is a
cornerstone of the U.S. Government’s

fully approved, the region’s economic
actors still find trading cumbersome,
expensive, and unpredictable. The
time has arrived to more consistently
; implement the ETLS protocol for the
J" f. J -'I free flow of goods and to forge true
o regional integration. This will involve
expanding awareness of the regulations that are already in
place, clarifying the rights and responsibilities of each actor, and
improving enforcement. It is now time to agree on commitments
to specific actions that will result in the implementation of the
ETLS protocol. From information and commitments, change will
come—Food Across Borders will jump-start this change.

b (eat s

Dr. Marc Atouga

ECOWAS Commissioner for Agriculture,
Environment and Water Resources

Feed the Future multi-year strategy for
food security in West Africa, a strategy
that relies on a network of partners and
actors throughout the region. USAID-
funded efforts focus on improving the
competitiveness of the transportation
and logistics sector, reducing legal
and regulatory barriers to trade, and improving the efficiency of
regional market transactions through market facilitation. USAID
is pleased to co-sponsor the Food Across Borders conference with
ECOWAS as a way to advance these objectives. We invite all those
in attendance to take advantage of this opportunity to power
up trade as an engine of growth and as a way to strengthen the
resilience of households throughout the region.

Ms. Candace Buzzard

Director of Agriculture and Head of the Economic
Growth Team, USAID/West Africa

WEST AFRICA

USAID

FROM THE AMERICAN PEOPLE




Day 1 Agenda: Forum for Private Sector Action

All events will take place at the Ridge Arena unless otherwise mentioned.

» Monday, January 28,2013 18:00-20:00 Poolside and Asante Hall
Welcome cocktails, networking, and Business Fair viewing

> Tuesday, January 29,2013  Today’s Challenge: Defining Advocacy Actions Together

Facilitator: Graeme Frelick, Senior Consultant, Training Resources Group

The Forum for Private Sector Action brings together a multitude of regional trade actors, from small to large,
across value chains: from production to processing, from transport to finance. Many have been involved
in advocacy efforts before—including in the context of the USAID ATP projects—and there have been
isolated successes. What is lacking is a regionally developed, regionally validated advocacy agenda, with an
action plan to put it in place and with close monitoring by all actors. The USAID ATP projects have facilitated
development of regional advocacy plans for six value chains: maize, rice, livestock, millet/sorghum, poultry,
and onions. These advocacy plans, together with those developed in the context of other projects or efforts,
form the basis of the challenge for today’s working groups. In addition, prior to this Forum, many regional
trade actors have already met in groups or individually with the USAID ATP projects to discuss components
of an advocacy agenda and to brainstorm about the components of an action plan to resolve decades-old
barriers to trade in the region. Forum participants will have access to specific information on a multitude
of constraints and on the ways that these constraints impinge upon regional trade in staple commodities.

Today'’s sessions will result in an agenda for action, focusing on improved policies and practices that will
truly enable the free movement of staple goods in the region. Participants will ask:

“Open th@ bOFdGFSl «  What are the most important priorities for action now?

+ How can progress best be achieved?

Let GQHCU‘tUF@‘ QOOdS + Who are the actors and what should they do?

move freely. We are
all one region, and  9:00-9:30
goodg should be Setting the Stage: Call for action

able to move back ~ Speakerst ‘ , ‘ ,
R « Mr. Soumaila Sanou, President, Cereals Interprofessional Committee of Burkina Faso (CIC-B)
and forth freely.

Mrs. Adja Velegda, CEO, Groupe Velegda
General Mr. Rohit Raj, Director for Fertilizer for West Africa, Olam International
Manager, Premium Foods, Ghana Mr. Ziad Hamoui, Executive Director, Tarzan Enterprise Limited, and President, Borderless Alliance

9:30-10:00

Efforts Toward Regional Integration: Why are there still barriers to trade in staple
commodities in West Africa, despite signed trade agreements?

Presenter: Mr. Salifou Tiemtoré, Director of Customs, ECOWAS

10:00-10:30
Constraints to Regional Trade: Some significant barriers and their impact
Presenter: Dr. Seydou Sidibé, Deputy Chief of Party, USAID ATP Projects

10:30-11:00 Poolside and Asante Hall
Coffee break and photo session

11:00-11:30
What has Been Done to Date: Basis for today’s effort
Presenters:
Mr. Lionel Guezodje, Chairman, Federation of Producers' Unions of Benin (FUPRO-Benin)
Mr. Timbila Thomas Sawadogo, Deputy Secretary General, Confederation of National Federations of the
Livestock/Meat Industry of West Africa (COFENABVI AO)
Dr. Mima Nedelcovych, Partner, Schaffer Global Group

Business Fair hours: January 28: 17:30-20.00; January 29-30: 7:30-9:00, during coffee and lunch, and 17:30-20:00 (Asante Hall)




11:30-12:00
Today’s Effort: Working groups, approach, and outputs
Presenter: Mr. Graeme Frelick, Senior Consultant, Training Resources Group

12:00-13:30 Red: Bamfo Hall / Green: Restaurant Homowo

Lunch

13:30-15:45 . )

Working Groups: Define priority advocacy actions to promote free movement of staple | believe that all our
commodities in West Africa and develop an action agenda, including responsibilities d'\fﬁcdties come ﬁom

. . . _ o a lack of wilpower to
+  Working Group 1: Road harassment—Group representative: Mr. Ziad Hamoui, Executive Director, Tarzan GPP‘U the law. For the

Enterprise Limited, and President, Borderless Alliance Prins Hall .

« Working Group 2: Export restrictions—Group representative: Mr. Ayéfoumi Salif Olou-Adara, President, countries Of UEMOA,
Cereal Producers’ Confederation of Togo, (CPC) Ridge Arena | believe we should

« Working Group 3: Certificates of origin—Group representative: Mr. Tom Gambrah, General Manager, have the same ‘@WS.”
Premium Foods Volta Hall

« Working Group 4: Phytosanitary and veterinary certificates—Group representative: Dr. Mamadou
Camara, Permanent Secretary, COFENABVI AO Affram Hall

« Working Group 5: Value added tax (VAT)—Group representative: Mr. Rohit Raj, Director for Fertilizer for
West Africa, Olam International Britannia Lounge

Chairman, COFENABVI AQ, Cote
d'Ivoire

15:45-16:15 Poolside and Asante Hall
Coffee break

16:15-17:30
Report to the Plenary

Registration and information hours (main hall): January 28: 16:00-20:00; January 29-30: 7:00-20:00; January 31: 7:00-19:00 5



Day 2 and Day 3 Agenda: Public-Private Dialogue

» Wednesday, January 30, 2013

“They can demand
any amount from
you when they stop
you. When you try
to challenge them,
they tell you if you
don't pay, you

don't get to go.”

T or (o}

Welcome and Opening

Moderator: Dr. Yamar Mbodj, Executive Director, HubRural

In many ways, West Africa’s trading environment remains inhospitable to regional trade in staple
commodities produced within the region. Constraints to regional trade include seasonal bans and
other types of export restrictions, corruption along borders and roads, and poor infrastructure on key
routes. Improved conditions for regional trade would have profound multiplier effects in various areas
of development in the region, most notably on food security (as food would flow from surplus to deficit
areas), on incomes (by creating larger markets for the region’s farmers), on private investments (through
better and more predictable business conditions), and finally, on government revenue (by limiting the
most common regional trade type—informal and through “the bush”). The Public-Private Dialogue will
highlight current constraints, assess solutions, and find consensus between the public and private sectors
on the way forward. The focus will be on constraints impinging on the free movement of staple goods in
the region, and on actions to facilitate free movement through improved policies and practices.

8:30-9:30
Opening ceremony
Hon. Hamid Ahmed, Commissioner for Industry and Mines, Free Movement and Tourism, ECOWAS
Hon. Gene Cretz, Ambassador of the United States to Ghana
Mr. Tom Gambrah, General Manager, Premium Foods
Hon. Clement Kofi Humado, Minister-designate for Agriculture, Republic of Ghana

9:30-10:00

Keynote Address—Building the New West Africa: Food security and prosperity through
regional integration

Presenter: Hon. Dr. Cheikh Tidiane Gadio, former Senior Minister, Foreign Affairs, Republic of Senegal, and
President, Institute for Panafrican Strategies

10:00-10:20

What Has to Change?

+ Voices from the Field: West African economic operators engaged in regional trade talk about the
constraints they face in their everyday business (video presentation)

+ Action agenda: Summary of action items identified during the Forum for Private Sector Action on Day 1,
presented by private sector representative, chosen on Day 1

10:20-10:50 Poolside and Asante Hall
Coffee break and photo session

10:50-11:20
Framing the Dialogue: How does regional trade benefit food security?
Presenter: Dr. Niama Nango Dembélé, Assistant Professor, Michigan State University

11:20-11:40

Opportunities Missed or Seized in ECOWAS: Trade barriers’ effects on agribusiness
investment

Presenter: Dr. Mima Nedelcovych, Partner, Schaffer Global Group

Food Security in West Africa

Food insecurity is prevalent in every country in West Africa. While malnutrition rates are higher in the
Sahel, childhood malnutrition and stunting rates remain surprisingly high in many coastal countries, such
as Ghana, where the childhood underweight rate is 13 percent and stunting is 23 percent. Population
dynamics are a major driver of future food security in West Africa: the 2010 population of 317 million
is expected to grow to over 400 million by 2020, and to 500 million sometime after 2030. West Africa is
experiencing rapid urbanization. By 2020, the current rural-urban ratio of 60:40 will have reversed, and only
40 percent of the region’s population will reside in rural areas. West Africa’s population will also continue to

Business Fair hours: January 28: 17:30-20.00; January 29-30: 7:30-9:00, during coffee and lunch, and 17:30-20:00 (Asante Hall)



be extremely young—today, 60 percent are below the age of 20, and soon the youths of today will be the
working people of tomorrow, searching for employment in an increasingly competitive economy. Other
drivers of future food security include changes in productivity and profitability of key agricultural crops,
changes in other income-generating activities, and climate change. This session will describe the food
needs and drivers for West Africa’s food security now and in the future, and will analyze the most effective
ways to meet upcoming food security needs, with a clear eye toward building resilience.

11:40-12:10
West Africa’s Food Security Outlook to 2025
Presenter: Dr. Bio Goura Soulé, Researcher, Laborary for Regional Analysis and Social Expertise (LARES)

12:10-13.15
Panel Discussion: How can we meet the region’s food security needs in the future?
Panelists:
Dr. Bio Goura Soulé, Researcher, LARES
Mr. Djibo Bagna, Chairman, Network of Farmers'and Agricultural Producers' Organizations of West Africa (ROPPA)
Mr. Jean-Marie Ackah, President, Union of Poultry Industry Organizations of West Africa (UOFA AO)
Mr. Philip Heinrigs, Economist, Club du Sahel
Ms. Jeske van Seters, Deputy Programme Manager, Food Security, European Centre for Development Policy
Management (ECDPM)
Mr. Moussa Cissé, Director, Regional Program to Support Market Access, CILSS

13:15-14:30
Lunch

Regional Trade in Staple Commodities in West Africa

Trade has always existed in West Africa. It builds on differences in agro-ecological conditions and, therefore,
comparative advantages in production: maize is produced in humid areas, millet and sorghum in dry zones,
and livestock in sub-humid to arid locations. Although statistics do not fully capture the reality, it is clear
that current regional trade volumes are substantial. Regional trade is providing important markets for
the region’s producers and processors—and improving food security. By working closely with business
associations, USAID ATP has collected data on regional trade in focal value chains since 2009; starting in
January 2013, this data collection was taken over by CILSS. In September-November 2012, USAID ATP re-
assessed trade flows in West Africa, including along many previously unmonitored corridors, to better
understand and estimate the movement of agricultural goods in West Africa. The data collected since
2009—plus the 2012 assessment—uwill be compared with data from government and other sources, in
order to describe the extent of West African trade flows.

14:30-15:00
Assessment of Volume and Value of Regionally Traded Staple Commodities
Presenter: Dr. Henri Josserand, International Consultant

15:00-16:15
Panel Discussion: What are the future drivers and prospects for regional trade in staple
commodities?
Panelists:
Dr. Henri Josserand, International Consultant
Hon. Hanna S. Tetteh, Minister-designate for Foreign Affairs and Regional Integration, Republic of Ghana
Mr. Issaka Sawadogo, Chairman of the Board of Directors, COFENABVI AO
Mrs. Adja Velegda, CEQ, Groupe Velegda
Mrs. Marie-Andrée Tall, President, Association Africa Agro Export (AAFEX)
Mr. Abdal’Azeem McCalla, Group General Manager, Dantata Foods & Allied Products
Dr. Jean-Christophe Maur, Senior Economist, Africa Vice-Presidency, World Bank
Mr. Louis-Philippe Diecket-Avit, Regional Economic & Customs Affairs Manager, Central and West Africa
Region, Nestle

Registration and information hours (main hall): January 28: 16:00-20:00; January 29-30: 7:00-20:00; January 31: 7:00-19:00

‘Today, it is amazing
that we find it cheape

to ship from Nigeria
to Ghana by sea than

”

to ship by road.

“‘And if possible, fo

all that regards the
transport of food,
they should allow free
movement, as it is

for the consumption
of the population.”




Day 2 and Day 3 Agenda: Public-Private Dialogue (continued)

“‘Now the real challenge

is that states need
to find the means of
implementing their
commitments and
measures taken to
make regional trade
a lot more fluid”

16:15-16:45 Poolside and Asante Hall
Coffee break

16:45-18:15

Side Events: A chance to discuss, present, and learn about new
initiatives relevant to regional trade

1. Announcing the launch of the West Africa Grains Network Frins Hall
Facilitators: Mr. Soumaila Sanou, President, CIC-B, and Mr. Tom Gambrah, General Manager, Premium Foods

The launch of the West Africa Grains Network (WAGN), which will take place in March 2013, will be
announced during this event. With support from USAID ATP, and with leadership by CIC-B, private sector
actors across the cereals value chains in West Africa initiated regional collaboration in 2009. During an
October 2012 regional meeting of cereal actors in Ouagadougou, a working group composed of private
sector representatives from nine countries was given authority to take necessary actions to form WAGN.
The network’s mission is to promote structured trading in cereals and to work towards an enabling
environment for free trade of cereals in West Africa. During this side event, the WAGN working group will
present the network, describe its areas of intervention and its objectives, and discuss how East Africa’s
experiences with regional trade are relevant to conditions in West Africa.

2. Linking the Borderless Alliance with value chain associations Ridge Arena
Facilitator: Mr. Ziad Hamoui, President, Borderless Alliance

The Borderless Alliance is a private sector advocacy campaign for regional integration and for the removal
of trade and transport barriers in West Africa. Participants at this event will discuss the advocacy priorities
of regional agricultural associations and their members, in order to align their priorities and those of the
Borderless Alliance and to help the associations reach their regional potential. Members of various private
sector value chain associations, other private sector actors, and public sector representatives interested in
the work of the Borderless Alliance are invited to attend.

3. Market information systems for regional trade Affram Hall
Facilitator: Mr. Vincent Fautrel, Senior Programme Coordinator, the Centre for Agriculture and Rural Cooperation (CTA)

This side event will provide an opportunity to discuss market information systems (MIS) and future
directions for their development in the regional context in West Africa. Access to timely and accurate market
data is a priority for producers when marketing their products. Such access is equally important for the
development of agricultural and food policies. The past decade has witnessed the emergence of new types
of MIS in Africa, which offer broad innovations, both technological and organizational. Organizations and
companies are implementing new business models that integrate other information services. In addition,
telecom operators are increasingly in search of value-added services for their clients and are establishing
collaborations with MIS providers.

4. How to make finance work for regional trade? Vo/ta Hall
Facilitators: Mr. Kojo Osae-Addo, Consultant, USAID ATP, and Mr. Constantin Abarbieritei, Division Vice President,
International Economic Growth, Abt Associates

This event will focus on trade financing and payment issues that constrain regional trade, with particular
emphasis on regionally produced staple commodities and the products processed from them. It will
highlight the problems faced by value chain partners and the solutions currently offered by the financing
institutions present at the forum. The discussions between the value chain actors and financial institutions
will conclude with proposals for financial products that are currently lacking, but that are needed to spur
regional trade.

Business Fair hours: January 28: 17:30-20.00; January 29-30: 7:30-9:00, during coffee and lunch, and 17:30-20:00 (Asante Hall)




9:00-9:15
Recap of Previous Day and Discussion of Today’s Objectives
Presenter: Ms. Candace Buzzard, Director of Agriculture and Head of the Economic Growth Team, USAID/West Africa

Regional Trade and Food Security in West Africa

Moderator: Dr. Yamar Mbodj, Executive Director, HubRural

Clearly, regional trade will be key to meeting tomorrow’s increasing food needs and building the resilience
needed for future food systems.

“Regional food markets and trade are crucial to West African food security. With changes in settlement
patterns, particularly the ratio between urban and rural populations, and the growing proportion of non-
producers in agriculture, markets have come to play an essential role in supplying food to West African
households... There is a need to consider the regional and informal dimensions of trade when designing
food security strategies.”

West African Futures, No. 5, Club du Sahel and West Africa.

This session will examine the relationship between food security and trade. It will first highlight a case study
on Niger, a country that is very poor, food insecure, and vulnerable to environmental and anthropogenic
risks. Niger also has an extensive, well-documented history of regional trade, with imports covering 20
to 40 percent of its basic food needs, and with some significant exports, such as livestock, cowpea, and
onions. Understanding how Niger deals with regional trade and food security issues can provide valuable
lessons for the whole region. After a report of food security and trade in Niger, a panel will assess the link
between food security and regional trade in the region, focusing on the collective responsibility to improve
food security through regional trade.

9:15-9:35
Regional Trade and Food Security in Niger
Presenter: Mr. Roger Blein, Director, Bureau Issala

9:35-10:00
Discussion

10:00-10:30 Poolside and Asante Hall
Coffee break

10:30-12:00
Panel Discussion: What actions need to be taken to improve West Africa’s food security
through regional trade? Who does what?
Panelists:
Dr. Marc Atouga, Commissioner for Agriculture, Water and Environment, ECOWAS
Hon. Hamid Ahmed, Commissioner for Industry and Mines, Free Movement and Tourism, ECOWAS
Mr. Ibrahima Diémé, Commissioner for Rural Development, Natural Resources, and the Environment, West
African Economic and Monetary Union (WAEMU)
Mr. Nebnoma Sawadogo, President, West African Agricultural Chambers Network (RECAO)
Mr. Abel Gbetoenonmon, Chairman of the Board, Africa Performance Agency
One private sector participant, chosen during Forum for Private Sector Action on Day 1

12:00-13:30 /
Lunch

Priorities and Modalities for Far-Reaching Change
Moderator: Hon. Dr. Cheikh Tidiane Gadio, former Senior Minister of Foreign Affairs, Republic of Senegal, and
President, Institute for Panafrican Strategies

Registration and information hours (main hall): January 28: 16:00-20:00; January 29-30: 7:00-20:00; January 31: 7:00-19:00

» Thursday, January 31, 2013

“We wish that
henceforth, once you
load your cattle, you
process just a single
document at the
border with which you
will travel straight to
your final destination
without having to stop
or be harassed at
different checkpoints.”




I
Day 3 Agenda: Public-Private Dialogue (continued)

Accomplishing far-reaching change will require participation by all: national governments, regional
“\f Afﬂcam nations organizations and institutes, the private sector, civil society, and the media. It will require a commitment
FG@Hg want agmcu\ture to change and specific actions to address current constraints. It will also require a consensus on the need
b h - to accomplish progress within a specific timeline, with all actors taking responsibility to ensure progress.
to be the engine of b ) . o o
) h During this session, the private sector will advocate for specific actions; next a discussion with national and
eCconomIC g(OWt g - WE regional decision-makers will focus on actions to take after the conference.
should pay particular

attention to it if we ~ 13:30-13:50
want to eﬁect\'ve\g Summary of Conference Highlights: Briefing for decision-makers
Presenter: Mr. Yamar Mbodj, Executive Director, HubRural

reduce poverty.”

13:50-14:15

Chairman, CPC, Togo Private Sector Advocacy: Priority actions for removing constraints to regional trade in West
Africa
Presenter: Private sector representative, chosen in Forum for Private Sector Action on Day 1

14:15-15:45
Dialogue with Regional and National Decision-Makers: Commitments, timelines, and
mutual accountability to galvanize regional trade for improved food security

15:45-16:15 Poolside and Asante Hall
Coffee break

16:15-16:45
Closing Ceremony
Word of thanks: Dr. Marjatta Eilittd, Chief of Party, USAID ATP Projects
Dr. Marc Atouga, Commissioner for Agriculture, Environment and Water Resources, ECOWAS
Ms. Carleene Dei, Acting Mission Director, USAID/West Africa
Representative of the private sector, chosen during conference
Hon. Clement Kofi Humado, Minister-designate for Agriculture, Republic of Ghana

17:00-18:00 Botsio Auditorium
Press Conference

19:00-20:00 Poolside
Cocktails
Toast: Mr. Constantin Abarbieritei, Division Vice President, International Economic Growth, Abt Associates

20:00-22:00 Asante Hall
Gala Dinner

Business Fair hours: January 28: 17:30-20.00; January 29-30: 7:30-9:00, during coffee and lunch, and 17:30-20:00 (Asante Hall)
Registration and information hours (main hall): January 28: 16:00-20:00; January 29-30: 7:00-20:00; January 31: 7:00-19:00
Drinks for cocktails and gala dinner sponsored by Abt Associates, Inc.



Speaker Riographies

Constantin Abarbieritei is Vice President of the
International Economic Growth Division at Abt
Associates. In this role, he oversees a range of projects
focused on food security, climate change, and private
sector development. His portfolio of projects in Africa
includes USAID ATP and programs in Mali, South
Sudan, Tanzania, and Mozambique. Mr. Abarbieritei
has extensive experience working with companies
and governments in Africa, Southeast Asia, the Middle East, Eastern Europe,
and Central Asia where he has helped design and implement economic growth
programs. Prior to joining Abt, he managed international development divisions
at IBM and PricewaterhouseCoopers. Mr. Abarbieritei has an MBA/MPPM with a
concentration in finance from Yale University and a diploma in Economics with
a concentration in trade from the Academy of Economic Studies in Bucharest,
Romania.

The Honorable Hamid Ahmed is Commissioner for
Industry and Mines, Free Movement and Tourism for
ECOWAS. Previously, he served as Minister of Trade for
the Republic of Niger and engaged in promotion of
young entrepreneurs. He has occupied various senior
positions in the administration—including Director
of Economic Analysis, Director of Public Enterprises,
Coordinator of the Program for Privatization of Public
Enterprises, Director General of REDES, and Economic Adviser to the President
of Niger—and in the office of the Prime Minister. Mr. Ahmed has 27 years of
professional experience. He has managed and led several economic initiatives
in Niger, including a partner-funded project on food security (European Network
for Food Security, 1998-2001). He holds a degree in Applied Economics from the
National Institute of Statistics and Applied Economy in Rabat.

After a career in education, Djibo Bagna, who is
from Niger, has dedicated his energy to the cause
of farming. He joined AREN (Niger’s association for
revitalizing the livestock sector), becoming Secretary
General to the Steering Committee in 1997, then
Regional Delegate for Tillabéri. Since 2006, Mr. Bagna
has also served as President of the Farmers’ Platform
of Niger (PFPN). In 2010, he was elected to a four-year
term as Chairman of the Board of Directors for ROPPA. In August 2012, ROPPA
appointed him President of the Pan-African Farmers Organization (PAFO), where
his primary mandate is to push for recognition of the role of farmers by the African
Union and by rural development institutions. In addition, Mr. Bagna represents
African civil society organizations at the Global Agriculture and Food Security
Program (GAFSP).

Candace Buzzard is an international development
professional with 24 years of experience addressing
agriculture and natural resources issues. In Lesotho,
she worked to improve livestock livelihoods and
advance rangeland management in the highlands.
At the USAID/Regional Center for Southern Africa
in Botswana, she managed programs focused on
wildlife-based natural resources and the communities

that depend upon them. Dr. Buzzard spent two years with USAID in Zimbabwe
working in food security, and five years with USAID/East Africa, where she served
as Director of the Economic Growth Office, responsible for agriculture, trade,
energy, and the environment. She is currently Director of Agriculture and Head
of the Economic Growth Team at USAID/West Africa. Prior to joining USAID, Dr.
Buzzard worked for the U.S. Forest Service and served on the faculty of Oregon
State University and Utah State University.

Jean-Marie Ackah is Chairman of the Board of
Directors for the poultry and animal feed company
Société lvoirienne de Productions Animales and
Chairman and CEO of a miller, Les Moulins de Cote
d’lvoire. Mr. Ackah also leads IPRAVI, Cote d’lvoire’s
poultry industry association, and the Union of
Poultry Industry Organizations of West Africa (UOFA
AO). Additionally, he is a Foreign Trade Advisor for
Cote d'lvoire. He holds degrees in Economics and Business Management from
the Université de Cote d’Ivoire, IDRAC International School of Business, and the

Institut Frangais de Gestion (IFG) in France.

Lapodini Marc Atouga is the ECOWAS Commissioner
for Agriculture, Environment and Water Resources. He
has over 30 years of experience working in the field of
agricultural economics and rural development. Since
1985, he has worked extensively in West and Central
"I Africa in the capacity of team leader, economist and
-.u';ll" international negotiator for national and international
organizations (USAID, IFAD, UNDP, FAO, CFC, the

UEMOA Commission)—often as a proponent of reform. Dr. Atouga is an expert
in capacity building and in the design and implementation of agricultural and
rural development policies. He has provided policy advice to improve project
management and evaluation, identified and overcome constraints to the business
environment, and proposed strategies to increase agricultural investment and
trade. He has significant experience in institution building and training, and in
designing public sector programs. Dr. Atouga has a PhD in agricultural economics.

Roger Blein is an agricultural economist and a Director
of private consulting firm, Bureau Issala, and an expert
on agricultural policies and strategies for food security.
Since 2003, he has provided technical support to
ECOWAS on the development and implementation
of ECOWAP/CAADP. Mr. Blein provides support to the
HubRural and to producer organizations in West and
Central Africa. Since 1998, he has produced numerous
works and publications with CILSS and other organizations in the fields of food
security and crisis prevention and management. Mr. Blein has participated in
several evaluations of responses to food and nutritional crises in Niger. In addition,
he has worked on food reserve policies and the management of food product
price instability.

Mamadou Camara is the Permanent Secretary of
COFENABVI AQ, in charge of building the institutional,
technical, and organizational capacities of the
confederation and its member national federations. A
veterinary doctor by training and profession (bovine
and small animal), Mr. Camara has held important
positions in Mali’s administration. He has successively
held the following positions: 1) National Director of
Animal Husbandry, in charge of national policy on the protection of livestock
health and strategies to combat important endemic diseases; 2) President and
CEO of the Veterinary Pharmacy; 3) Project Director for the World Food Program;
and finally 4) Director of the Center for Practical Training in Animal Husbandry.
Upon his retirement, he created a research and training firm, Masimco, whose
goal is to develop and promote animal husbandry in Mali and in Africa.




Speaker Biographies (continued)

Moussa Cissé has been in charge of the Regional
Support Program to support to Market Access at CILSS
since 2005. The goal of this program is to promote
and reinforce regional business for agricultural and
agroalimentary products by supporting training and
networking among private financial stakeholders,
organizing annual regional conferences for CORPAO,
and helping strengthen national information systems.
Mr. Cissé is the co-founder of the Network for National Information Systems
on Markets in West Africa (RESIMAO), and he has been its Regional Adjunct
Coordinator for three years. He has more than 20 years of experience in strategies
for regulating the markets for cereals and following up on populations and
regions that are at risk. He holds a degree in economics.

Carleene Dei is currently the Acting Mission Director
for USAID/West Africa. Previously, she was Director of
USAID/Haiti, where she focused on ensuring USAID’s
optimal involvement in the multi-donor response and
reconstruction effort after the cataclysmic January
2010 earthquake. Dr. Dei served as Director of the
bilateral and regional mission in USAID/South Africa
and, from 2001-2005, as Director of USAID/West Africa.
She was also a Regional Housing and Urban Development Officer in Cote d'Ivoire
and South Africa, and Acting Director of the Washington, D.C,, entity responsible
for technical and strategic direction for programs in Africa. Dr. Dei has a PhD in
urban anthropology from Columbia University, an MA from Harvard University,
and a BA from Cornell University. Having been with USAID for 25 years, she bears
the rank of Career Minister in the U.S. Foreign Service.

Ibrahima Diémé is the Commissioner in charge
of Rural Development, Natural Resources, and the
Environment at WAEMU. Having been in this position
since 2011, he works to implement policies to
support the agricultural, animal husbandry, fishing,
and forestry sectors. Mr. Diémé has participated
actively in establishing the regional agenda on food
safety by taking part in a number of conferences and

contributing to the implementation of the Charter for Food Crisis Prevention
and Management adopted by the countries of West Africa in November of 2011.
Before becoming the Commissioner, he held positions as the Adjunct Director
of the Secretariat of the Commission of WAEMU, the Administrator of the West
African Development Bank, and the Governor of the African Development Bank.
An economist by training, Mr. Diémé has wide-ranging experience in international
finance.

-_+j Vincent Fautrel is Senior Programme Coordinator

= for Value Chain Development at the Centre for
Agricultural and Rural Cooperation (CTA). He
has worked in international development since
1995, starting in Guinea for International Relief &
Development (IRD) and in Senegal for the French
Development Agency (AFD). Next, he joined a leading
European consultancy, for which he carried out short-
term assignments related to private sector and agribusiness development in
Africa, Asia, and Central Europe. In 2003, Mr. Fautrel joined the CTA, where he
works primarily on agricultural trade issues. There, he developed and manages
the CTA Agritrade site (http://agritrade.cta.int). Mr. Fautrel holds a Master’s Degree
in International Economics from the Sorbonne, and a post-graduate degree in
Development Economics from Nanterre University.

The Honorable Gene A. Cretz is currently the U.S.
Ambassador to Ghana. He has been a career diplomat
for 32 years, with postings in Africa, the Middle East,
and Asia. He served as Ambassador to Libya from 2008
to 2012 and as Deputy Chief of Mission in Syria (2003-
2004) and Israel (2004-2007). His other assignments
have included Deputy Assistant Secretary for Near
Eastern Affairs (2007-2008), Minister-Counselor for
Economic and Political Affairs in Egypt, Deputy Political Counselor covering
External Affairs in China, and additional postings in Syria, India, Israel, and Pakistan.
Ambassador Cretz also served as the officer responsible for Middle East Affairs at
the United Nations in the 1990s.He was a Peace Corps Volunteer in Afghanistan
prior to joining the Department of State in 1981. Ambassador Cretz has a degree
in English from the University of Rochester and an MS in Linguistics from the State
University College at Buffalo.

Niama Nango Dembélé is an Assistant Professor of
International Development with the Food Security
Group in the Department of Agricultural, Food and
Resource Economics at Michigan State University
(MSU). Based in Bamako, Mali, he directs MSU’s West
Africa Food Security Research Program, funded by
USAID, the Syngenta Foundation, and the Bill &
Melinda Gates Foundation. Dr. Dembélé is also a
member of Mali's Commission Scientifique du Comité National de Recherche
Agricole. Dr. Dembélé received an MS in Public Finance from the Ecole Nationale
d’Administration of Mali in 1979, an MS in Applied Economics from the University
of Michigan in 1986, and a PhD in Agricultural Economics from MSU in 1994.

Marjatta Eilittd is Chief of Party for USAID ATP and
a staff member of Abt Associates Inc. Prior to this
post, she was the Director, North and West Africa
Division; Agribusiness Program Leader; and Africa
Fertilizer Summit Advisor at the International Fertilizer
Development Center (IFDC) from 2005 to 2011. Dr.
Eilittd’s post-doctoral fellowship with the Rockefeller
Foundation and her PhD research at the International
Maize and Wheat Improvement Center (CIMMYT) in Mexico focused on cover
crops in smallholder farming systems. She has a PhD in Agronomy with a minor
in Food and Resource Economics from the University of Florida, a Master’s in Crop
Science from University of Helsinki, and a BA from Harvard University. Dr. Eilitta
has lived in West Africa for 10 years.

Graeme Frelick has worked for 25 years as a
consultant, executive coach, and trainer with the
Training Resources Group (TRG), an organizational
development and training company. He has helped
clients manage growth and change in more than 50
countries in Sub-Saharan Africa, North Africa, the
Middle East, and Latin America and the Caribbean.
Mr. Frelick’s clients have included USAID, the IMF, the
IFC, the World Bank, the International Development Research Centre, and NGOs
and professional associations. His expertise includes moderating and facilitating
conferences, conducting organizational diagnoses, guiding change management
processes, serving as an executive coach, and designing and delivering
customized leadership development courses. Mr. Frelick has a BA in International
Relations and an MS in Human Resources.



The Senior Minister of Foreign Affairs for the Republic
of Senegal from 2000 to 2009, the Honorable Cheikh
Tidiane Gadio is now President of the Institute for
Panafrican Strategies. Since 2009, he has also been
running a consulting firm, Sarata Holding. Before
becoming Minister, Dr. Gadio held a number of
international positions and taught communications
in Dakar. A Pan-African activist since 1976, he has

been a leading player in Africa’s political and economic integration and in the
creation of NEPAD. During his time in office, he remapped Senegalese diplomacy,
contributed to the resolution of numerous crises (in Cote d’lvoire, Madagascar,
Chad/Sudan, and Mauritania), and negotiated a $540 million grant for the MCA in
2005. Dr. Gadio holds a Doctorate in Communications from Ohio State University
in the U.S. He also has degrees in sociology, philosophy, and journalism.

Originally from Bénin, Abel Gbetoenonmon is
currently Program Manager and Political Economy
and Trade Negotiation Expert at the regional branch
of the Friedrich-Ebert Foundation in Cotonou. He is
also the Chairman of the Africa Performance Agency’s
Board of Directors. As a Beninois and West African civil
society leader, Mr. Gbetoenonmon is well-versed in
non-state actors’ participation in dialogues relating to
questions of political economy. From 1996 to 2011, he was activity coordinator
for journalist networks in Benin and other parts of West Africa. He was the person
who signed the ECOWAP/CAADP Pact on behalf of NGOs and civil society. Mr.
Gbetoenonmon holds degrees in economic planning and journalism, and
certificates in the analysis of economic and trade policy.

Ziad Hamoui is Executive Director at Tarzan Enterprise
Limited, a family business in Ghana that specializes
in transport, warehousing, container handling, and
general trade. He is also a founding member and
President of the Borderless Alliance, a private sector-
led non-profit organization that aims to remove
barriers to trade and transport across West Africa. Mr.
Hamoui has vast knowledge of the cocoa supply chain
in Ghana and has a sophisticated understanding of port policy, administration,
and development. He is a chartered member of the Chartered Institute of
Logistics and Transport in Ghana, and has lectured on road haulage at the Ghana
Institute of Management and Public Administration. Mr. Hamoui has an MS in Port
Management from the University of Plymouth in the United Kingdom.

The Honorable Clement Kofi Humado is Minister-
designate for Agriculture for Ghana and a former
Minister for Youth and Sports. He also serves as the
Member of Parliament for the Anlo constituency.
Mr. Humado has worked in various capacities as a
consultant in agriculture and finance. Mr. Humado
graduated from the University of Ghana, where he
studied Animal Science and Agricultural Extension
and later received a Graduate Diploma in Agricultural Administration. He
obtained a Certificate in Monitoring and Evaluation of Public Sector Projects and
Programmes at the University of East Anglia, Norwich, England. Mr. Humado has
also completed other certificate courses, including one at the Ghana Institute of
Management and Public Administration and another in Finance at the University
of Reading in the UK.

Tom Gambrah is the founder and managing director
of Premium Foods, one of Ghana's leading indigenous
agribusiness enterprises, championing high local
productivity and efficient post-harvest management
of maize and other cereals through cost-effective
processing and preservation technologies. Mr.
Gambrah is a strong advocate for Private Sector
in Agriculture (PSiA) in Ghana and a proponent
of public-private partnerships for agricultural development. He is a founding
member and the Chairman of the Ghana Grains Council, a member of the interim
committee of the proposed West African Grains Network (WAGN), and a member
of the Leadership Council of the G8 New Alliance for Food Security and Nutrition
Cooperation Frameworks in Ethiopia, Ghana, and Tanzania. Through these roles,
Mr. Gambrah is helping to successfully build consensus among governments,
development partners, local and traditional authorities, and other stakeholders.

Lionel Guezodje, from Benin, is an agricultural
engineer with a strong commitment to professional
agricultural organizations (PAOs) in his country.
Successively, he was Secretary General, then Chairman
of the Benin National Poultry Farmers Association
(2003-2009); and President of the Producers’ District
Union of Zogbodome (2006-2012). Mr. Guezodje has
been acting Chairman of the Federation of Producers’
Unions in Benin (FUPRO) since 2011, after serving as Secretary General from 2008
to 2011. Currently, working with the PAOs, he defends the interests of farmers
through advocacy and economic activities, especially promoting the collective
marketing of agricultural products (soy, corn, etc.). He also applies his expertise
to serve the West African Grains Network (WAGN), engaging in activities to
strengthen capacity and participating in various studies.

Philipp Heinrigs is an economist at the Sahel and
West Africa Club Secretariat of the Organisation for
Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD). He
has worked on various issues related to development
in Africa, focusing on economic development, food
security, and regional integration. Prior to joining
the OECD in 2003, he worked in the Economic Policy
Department at the German Agency for International
Cooperation (GIZ) and at the Kiel Institute for the World Economy. Mr. Heinrigs
holds a BS in Economics from the University of London’s School of Oriental and
African Studies and the London School of Economics. He also completed post-
graduate studies in applied International Economic Policy at the Kiel Institute for
the World Economy.

Henri Josserand is a French-born, U.S.-based
economist and food security specialist with over
30 years of experience in economic development,
agricultural and food policy, food security and
vulnerability analysis, and early warning systems.
He has worked in Africa, the Middle East, Asia, and
Latin America. Dr. Josserand’s background includes
working in academia (the University of Michigan), the
public sector (USAID, the U.S. Department of State), international organizations
(OECD, FAO, WFP), and the private sector (ARD, Inc.). Key clients have included
the U.S. Government, UN agencies, the World Bank, and foundations and private
sector firms.
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Jean-Christophe Maur is a Senior Economist with
the Africa Vice-Presidency at the World Bank. A trade
specialist, he is currently managing a large program
of analytical work on regional integration issues for
ECOWAS and WAEMU countries. Dr. Maur joined
the World Bank in 2008 from the UK Department
of International Development, where he was in
charge of trade negotiations in several areas and of
managing multilateral trade assistance. Dr. Maur has recently served as the editor
of “Preferential Trade Agreement Policies for Development: A Handbook,” and
“Trade Costs and Facilitation: Open Policies and Development.”He has a Doctorate
from the Institut d’Etudes Politiques de Paris, and is a graduate of Essec business
school. Dr. Maur was also a Visiting Fellow at Harvard University.

Abdal’/Azeem McCalla is currently the Group General
Manager of Dantata Foods & Allied Products in Nigeria.
He is responsible for the day-to-day operations of
the company, including cross-border trade, business
development, strategic planning and evaluation, and
policy planning and implementation. He has vast
experience in business and trade, including founding
his own company (McCalla Agro Allied), which deals in
agro-products such as maize, sorghum, sesame, ginger, and livestock. Mr. McCalla
has lived and worked in Jamaica, the U.S., the United Kingdom, Puerto Rico,
Belgium, and France, holding various managerial positions in retail finance, sales
and marketing, and international trade. He studied Supervisory Management &
Industrial Relations at the University of the West Indies and attended the London
Guildhall University, where he studied for a Chartered Institute of Marketing
Diploma.

Ayéfoumi Salif Olou-Adara, a farmer, has been
President of the Cereals Interprofessional Committee
of Togo (CIC-T) since 2010, and Secretary of the
Togolese Coordination of the Producers’ and Farmers’
Organizations of Togo (CTOP). He has also served as
Chairman of the Board of Directors of Togo's cereal
producers’ organization, the CPC, since 2009. From
2005 to 2010, Mr. Olou-Adara was President of the
Union Cantonale Kabolé, and from 2008 to 2011, President of the Regional Union
of Cereal Producers’ Organizations of the Savannah (UROPC-Centrale). His farming
experience encompasses corn, rice, and soybeans, as well as fruit, cashew, and
palm trees. He also maintains a herd of small ruminants, rabbits, and poultry. Mr.
Olou-Adara is in favor of rigor and transparency and encourages dialogue with
his work teams.

Rohit Raj has more than 16 years of post-MBA
experience in agribusiness, working with a wide
range of products such as coffee, cocoa, rice, and
dairy, as well as with agro-inputs. Currently, he is
responsible for agro-inputs in West Africa for Olam
International, a global leader in agricultural supply
chain management. Early in his career, Mr. Raj sold
fertilizers and pesticides to small-town traders in India,
and carried out farm extension activities for small farmers. He gained valuable
expertise in best practices and a deep understanding of the key conditions
needed for farmers and traders to thrive in an agrarian economy. He has worked
in Sub-Saharan Africa for more than 12 years, travelling extensively throughout
rural areas in Burkina Faso, Cameroon, Cote d'lvoire, Gabon, Ghana, Mali, Niger,
and Togo.

Yamar Mbodj has 25 years of experience in agriculture
and food security. Since 2011, he has been serving as
Executive Director of the HubRural. For the past seven
years, he has also been NEPAD Agricultural Advisor to
the ECOWAS Commission in Abuja. Dr. Mbodj worked
for more than 10 years as a food security advisor and
coordinator of strategic planning activities for CILSS,
where he led the Sahel 21 process and helped pave
the way for definition of the Strategic Framework for Sustainable Food Security. He
has worked in higher education and research, as a coordinator of multidisciplinary

research programs at the Senegalese Institute for Agricultural Research, and as a
senior trainer at CILSS's AGRHYMET Regional Center in Niamey. Mr. Mbodj holds
a Doctorate in Agronomic Science from the Université Catholique de Louvain in
Belgium.

Mima Nedelcovych is a partner of the Schaffer Global
Group (SGG), a firm focusing on agro-industrial
and renewable energy projects in Africa and the
Americas. He served as Managing Director of SGG
for 15 years, and is now Lead Partner for the Markala
Sugar Project in Mali, while serving as the Chairman of
i the Société Sucriere de Markala. From 1989 to 1993,

he served as U.S. Executive Director to the AfDB. Dr.
Nedelcovych was instrumental in formulating the AfDB’s private sector initiative
and establishing the African Business Roundtable and the African Export-Import
Bank. He currently sits on the boards of the Corporate Council on Africa and the
Partnership to Cut Hunger and Poverty in Africa. He has a PhD in Comparative
Political and Economic Development from Florida State University as well as
degrees from Yale and George Washington University.

s

Kojo Osae-Addo is a consultant and management
executive with an extensive background in finance,
management, marketing, business operations,
international consulting, project implementation,
and business/management capacity-building, both
in the private sector and in the context of economic
‘ 4 development. He has over 30 years of international

experience developing, implementing, and managing
business and investment initiatives across a broad spectrum of sectors, including

finance, agribusiness, manufacturing, and SMEs. Mr. Osae-Addo has worked in
Ghana, Nigeria, Uganda, Kenya, South Africa, the U.S., the UK, and the Caribbean.
He is an Executive a Director of JCS Investment and Constructs in Ghana. He holds
graduate and post-graduate degrees from Kings College London and Oxford
University’s Said Business School in the UK, and from Oral Roberts University and
Johns Hopkins SAIS in the U.S.

Soumaila Sanou is a farmer and seed representative
in the Hauts-Bassins region of Burkina Faso. President
of the Cereals Interprofessional Committee of Burkina
Faso (CIC-B) since 2003, he oversees the organization,
its constituent bodies, and its various activities. In
this role, he works towards a better organization of
J" ‘t. industry players and a strengthening of their skills

in various areas. He is also focused on improving
communication and information, promoting processed grain products, and
achieving food security. Mr. Sanou is a member of the Federation of Agricultural
Professionals of Burkina Faso (FEPAB).




El Hadj Issaka K. Sawadogo of Burkina Faso is the
Chairman and CEO of SOCOCIB Transit, a Cote d’lvoire-
Burkina Faso transportation company. Since 1995, he
has been organizing railway carriage for cattle from
Burkina Faso and Mali to Céte d’Ivoire. As Chairman
of the Board of Directors of COFENABVI AO, he is
dedicated to reducing harassment on the road, which
is a major burden on sub-regional trade.

Timbila Thomas Sawadogo is originally from Burkina
Faso. For the about 10 years, he has been working to
promote products from Burkina Faso in West Africa
and around the world. He has traveled the sub-
region’s roads on many occasions, particularly on trips
to all of Burkina Faso’s neighboring countries. Since
2004, Mr. Sawadogo has been involved in facilitating
the export of cattle to the Cote d'Ivoire. Today, he is
the Deputy Secretary General of COFENABVI AO, where he is in charge of the
Secretariat and of coordinating the organization’s activities. Initially trained as a
lawyer, Mr. Sawadogo also holds a degree in International Business.

Bio Goura Soulé is a Program Coordinator at LARES
._“ (a regional analysis and social expertise laboratory) in
. Cotonou, Benin. For about 20 years, he has engaged in
analysis of the agricultural and trade policies of West
African countries. He has helped to define numerous
agricultural development policies and strategies, both
for intergovernmental organizations and for socio-
professional agricultural organizations. Dr. Soulé has
done significant work on cross-border trade in general and on the functioning
of the regional market for agri-pastoral products, in particular. He holds degrees
from the Ecole Nationale Supérieure d’Agriculture and the International Centre for
Advanced Mediterranean Agronomic Studies in Montpellier, France.

The Honorable Hanna Tetteh is the Republic of
Ghana’s Minister-designate for Foreign Affairs and
Regional Integration. She is currently Caretaker
Minister for Trade and Industry, where she has wide
responsibility for matters relating to trade, industry,
and promotion of the private sector. She also serves
as the Member of Parliament for the Awutu Senya
West Constituency. Hon. Ms. Tetteh was previously
Chairperson of the Ghana Free Zones Board and a member of the Economic
Management Team and the National Development Planning Commission. She
also worked as General Manager of Ghana Agro Food Company and served as a
Council Member of the Association of Ghana Industries and Chairperson of the
Legal and Advocacy Committee. A lawyer by profession, Hon. Ms. Tetteh studied
at the University of Ghana-Legon and the Ghana Law School.

Jeske van Seters is Deputy Programme Manager for
Food Security at the European Centre for Development
Policy Management (ECDPM). She does research and
facilitation related to regional markets for agricultural
development and food security in Africa, aid for trade,
and the institutional architecture and policies for EU
- development cooperation. Prior to joining ECDPM in

2008, Ms. van Seters worked for the UNDP in Djibouti,
where she was responsible for projects aimed at reforming the national statistical
system, strengthening aid coordination and management, and promoting gender
mainstreaming. In 2004 and 2005, she worked for the European Commission in
Brussels on development and trade issues related to Southern Africa. Ms. van
Seters holds Masters Diplomas in Development Economics from the University of
Amsterdam and the University of Paris 1 Panthéon-Sorbonne.

Nebnoma Sawadogo, originally from Burkina Faso,
has been President of the West African Agricultural
Chambers Network (RECAO) since 2008. From 2004
to 2011, he was President of the National Bureau of
Regional Chambers of Agriculture of Burkina Faso. In
the past he has also served as Vice-President of the
Farmers’ Confederation of Burkina Faso and President
of the Federation of Agricultural Professionals of
Burkina Faso (FEPAB).

Seydou Sidibé is the Deputy Chief of Party for the
USAID ATP projects. Recently elevated to this position,
he has also been the projects’ livestock value chain
leader since 2008. Prior to working for USAID ATP as
an employee of Abt Associates, he was the Deputy
Chief of Party for Abt for the USAID-funded Integrated
Initiatives for Economic Growth project in Mali, and
later the Deputy Director for a USAID Agricultural
Productivity Initiative in Mali. He also served as Technical Advisor for USAID-TMG/
CILSS in Burkina Faso. Dr. Sidibé has over 30 years of experience working in West
Africa as a livestock specialist. He is a Doctor of Veterinary Medicine and holds a
Master in Animal Production Management.

~ Marie-Andrée Tall, who is from Senegal, runs the
~ food processing company FRUITALES and chairs the
Association Africa Agro Export (AAFEX), an association
~ of 110 SMEs and SMIs that export agricultural and
agri-food products from 16 African countries. After
' teaching philosophy in the 1980s, Ms. Tall began
advising agri-food SMEs in the 1990s. In 1997, she
" became Executive Vice President of a fish factory,
Pécheries Frigorifiques du Sénégal, which boasts sales of €14 million. In 2005, Ms.
Tall launched FRUITALES, which sells exotic products (including pepper purees,
jams, and syrups) internationally and locally. A women’s rights activist, Ms. Tall
authored the first study on female heads of companies in Burkina Faso. Most
recently, she received the French National Order of Agricultural Merit in 2012.

Salifou Tiemtoré is an expert in trade and tariff policy.
Originally from Benin, he is currently the Acting
Director of Customs for the ECOWAS Commission. With
19 years of professional experience, including almost
nine years at the ECOWAS Commission, Mr. Tiemtoré
has actively contributed to the implementation of
harmonization programs on issues involving customs,
taxation, and business practices in the region. His
achievements include contributing to the development of the Common External
Tariff, to improved operations of the ECOWAS free-trade zone, to the adoption
of two directives on VAT and excise duties, and to the identification of sensitive
agricultural and industrial products from West Africa in the context of EPA
negotiations. Mr. Tiemtoré is a Tax Inspector and holds a Master’s in Economic
Policy Management.

Adja Velegda Basga Mamounata runs Groupe
Velegda in Burkina Faso. Despite its modest
background, this Burkinabé company is now one of
the country’s leaders in the processing, exportation,
and sale of cereals and oilseed plants, with revenues
of nearly FCFA 13 billion. A native of Koupéla, Burkina
Faso, Ms. Velegda went into small trade in 1966,
traveling on foot from one nearby market to another.
She founded Velegda in the 1980s. Today, the company is active in the transit,
transportation, processing, and marketing of various products, particularly
sesame, shea, cashew nuts, and cereals. Ms. Velegda is also the President of a
branch of the Burkina Faso Chamber of Commerce. She refers to herself as a “self-
taught doctor and professor”in the field of commerce.
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