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Economic Partnership Agreement (EPA) between West Africa and the
European Community met in extraordinary session at the ECOWAS Executive
Secretariat, Abuja on 30™ November 2008. The meeting was chaired by H.E.
Mr. Mahamadou Salissou Habi, Minister of Commerce, Industry and Private
Sector Promotion of the Republic of Niger, Chairman of the MMC. The African
Union Commissioner for Commerce, Mrs. Elisabeth Tankeu also took part in
the meeting.

2. The list of participants is attached as an annex to this report.

3. The aim of the meeting was to adopt a common position on the mid-term
review of the EPA negotiations, in line with the provisions of Article 37.4 of the
Cotonou Agreement.

4, The ECOWAS Executive Secretary Dr. Mohamed Ibn Chambas and the
Minister of Commerce, Industry and Private Sector promotion of the Republic
of Niger and Chairman of the MMC, Mr. Mahamadou Salissou Habi presented
speeches at the opening ceremony of the meeting.

OUTCOME OF DELIBERATIONS

5. The Report of the Experts meeting was presented by its Chairman, Mrs.
Aichatou Sakko Mamadou, a Director at the Ministry of Commerce of Niger.

8. The report of the Experts on the conduct of the mid-term review of the
EPA negotiations as required by Article 37.4 of the Cotonou Agreement
proposes a new calendar for the preparation and conduct of the negotiations.
The report focuses on the volume of outstanding tasks, the completion of
which determines the viability of the EPA.

7. The Ministers adopted the report and its recommendations and decided
to propose to the European Party to postpone the deadline of end 2007
(provided for concluding the negotiations) to end of 2010, representing an
additional period of three years. Thus, the West Africa — European Union
Economic Partnership Agreement currently being negotiated would enter into
force on 1%t January 2011,

8. The postponement is necessitated by the amount of work stil
outstanding and the impossibility of technically and materially completing them
within the given deadline.

9. In order to maintain the spirit of cohesion within the ACP Group,
especially on the important issue of the preparation of the regions prior to
concluding the Agreement, the MMC directed the ECOWAS Executive
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geographical configurations in the negotiation, with a view to building alliances
towards adopting the vision of the region on the issue of a postponement of
the deadline.

10. Nevertheless, given the implications of an extension of the date for
concluding the EPA, the MMC took note of the need to possibly seek a new
waiver for the implementation of the Cotonou Agreement. To that end, the
MMC directed Member States to build strategic alliances with other members
of the WTO.

11. In view of the outstanding tasks, notably those relating to the upgrading
of the economies towards concluding the Agreement, the MMC emphasized
the need to ensure that the technical and financial resources required for
carrying out the outstanding actions for the conclusion of the Agreement by the
agreed new deadline were available. In that regard, the MMC urged the
European Party to ensure prompt disbursement of funds and coherence
between development aid arising from ACP-EU partnership and that deriving
from the member States of the EU. The MMC also directed the two
secretariats to endeavor to finalise all the outstanding activities.

12.  On issues relating to investment and competition, the MMC directed the
two secretariats to continue work on the establishment of regional frameworks
with a view to ensuring greater coherence between the region’s investment
needs, improvement of the competitiveness of the economies of member
States and development policies.

13.  With regards to the improvement of the competitiveness of member
States economies, the MMC directed the two secretariats to take the
necessary measures to accelerate the identification and formulation of
upgrading programs, and to begin their implementation in order to effectively
support the EPA negotiations.

14. The meeting further directed the MMC and the ECOWAS Executive
Secretariat to take necessary measures to report to the Heads of State and
Government of the region, on progress on the negotiations and the stakes
relating thereto.

15, Applauding the participation of the AU at the meeting, the MMC directed
the Executive Secretariat to invite the African Union Commission to its future

meetings.

16. The MMC took note of the statement made by Mauritania pledging to
forward to the ECOWAS Executive Secretariat, the mandate authorizing it to
negotiate to the best of their ability, the Economic Partnership Agreement on
its behalf.
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Agreement is attached as an annex to this report.

Vote of thanks

18.  The Ministerial Monitoring Committee (MMC) of the WA-EU EPA, which
met in Abuja on 30 November 2008, expresses it profound gratitude to His
Excellency Chief Olusegun Obasanjo, GCFR, President and Commander-in-
Chief of the Armed Forces of the Federal Republic of Nigeria, to the
Government and people of Nigeria for the quality of the warm and brotherly
reception they received and for the excellent facilities placed at their disposal
for the successful conduct of their deliberations.

Done at Abuija, this 30" day of November 2006

Mahamad6u Salissou Habi
Minister of Commerce, Industry and
Private Sector Promotion of the Republic of Niger
Chairman




