
Entretien Grain de sel  
 

1 

Interview avec Abraham Sarfo (Nepad) pour Grain de sel n°71 sur 
les jeunesses rurales africaines 

 

 

Abraham Sarfo est conseiller sur 

l’éducation agricole et la formation 

professionnelle au sein du cadre 

stratégique de l’Union africaine 

intitulée « Nouveau partenariat pour 

le développement de l’Afrique » 

(Nepad). 

 

 

 
 

Cet entretien a été réalisé pour la revue Grain de sel n°71 : 
« Jeunesses rurales africaines : contours, aspirations et 
perspectives » (janvier 2015). Des extraits ont été traduits 
en français et publiés dans ce numéro disponible sur le site 
d’Inter-réseaux. 

 

 

Grain de sel: Since when did your institution begin to work on the « rural youth » topic? 

Why? 

Abraham Sarfo: NEPAD as a pan-Africa development institution has always worked on rural 

development in an integrated approach. The flagship program Comprehensive Africa 

Agriculture Program (CAADP) has always focused agriculture development and rural economy 

an also job creation as part of the mechanism for delivery of 6% agriculture growth in Africa.  

However, NEPAD in 2010 launched the Rural Futures Program with the vision of people-

centred rural transformation based on equity and inclusiveness where rural men and women 

can develop their potential and reach their aspirations including income security whilst 

securing environmental sustainability. The first Africa Rural Development Forum in Cotonou in 

2013 was organised under a multi-sectorial approach where Livelihood, Employment and Job 

creation have become a pivotal approach in the rural development program.  

GDS: What is your organization strategy relative to youth in rural areas?  

AS: An analysis of the annual inflow into the labour market reveals particularly strong 

pressures on rural employment, in particular in sub-Saharan Africa. Indeed, considering the 

2025 outlook, where uncertainty is low, cohorts of new workers will increase from 17 million 

to 25 million, representing a combined workforce of 330 million – same as the current 

population of the United States. Two-thirds of these new workers will be in rural areas, and 

these are 200 million rural youth who will need to find a job or an activity capable of providing 

an income.  

We recognise the non-formalization of value chain as critical gap in rural youth employment.  

African rural economies will only begin to address the issue of unemployment when 

agricultural marketing is transformed into an approach that embodies value adding for 

agricultural development and agribusiness. Weaknesses seen should be addressed and labour 

absorptive capacity of the market must be enabled. Significant improvements in infrastructure 

such as power and roads are needed if rural areas are to move forward and prosper. 



Entretien Grain de sel  
 

2 

NEPAD is supporting African countries to strive towards effective macroeconomic 

management and political stability, for these are the foundations for economic growth. Also, 

we believe that Africa must invest in effective technology transfer systems that would enable 

rural areas to benefit from advances in technology and help create employment opportunities 

in the non-agricultural sector. Africa should devise mechanisms that would enable agriculture 

to be both productive and profitable. Reducing costs of doing business in rural areas is of 

paramount significance. 

Agricultural technical and vocational education and training, including the establishment of 

training centres for entrepreneurships, with an emphasis on meeting the needs of youth and 

farmers must be central to rural development planning and investment. Financial tools and 

instruments aimed at agricultural producers and other operators in the rural sector need to be 

developed.  

The diversification of the rural economy is being encouraged through productivity on the 

farm and enabling the development of other non-farm productive activities. Industrial 

development including agro-based industrialization in rural areas is also be considered as 

important policy option 

GDS: In your opinion, what are the most important challenges for the rural youth today in 

Africa?  

AS: There are myriad of challenges for the rural youth in Africa. The main challenge is the 

rural environment itself to and how to make it attractive for the youth to invest in their 

development. Issues of access to social and economic opportunities are critical for the rural 

youth. Globalization offers both opportunity and challenge to the rural youth. They have 

access to all social economic opportunities around the globe like their cohorts in the urban 

areas and therefore are attracted to the trappings of the urban areas. This is making it difficult 

for the rural youth to stay in the rural areas to continue in their economic development. 

Access to economic factors of production (land, finance, skills, access to market and education) 

are major challenges for rural youth. The transition from farm to non-farm economic 

development for the youth are being hampered by these economic factors of production and 

therefore the youth are limited to the subsistence farm enterprises with little opportunity for 

value addition.  

GDS: Do you think that agriculture is the main answer to current and future employment 

challenges for young people? 

AS: Although emerging sectors show promising growth rates with the potential of job 

creation, their trends have not yet stabilised due to many intervening factors. Subsequently, 

they have been characterised by low labour absorptive capacity, which is largely responsible 

for continued and rising unemployment of the youth. The potential of agriculture, therefore, 

remains high, thus skills development in agriculture is paramount. However, despite its 

centrality and potential, Africa’s largely rural based agriculture remains traditional, 
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subsistence, seasonal cycle-based and dominated by less skilled, less educated and older small-

holders. Modernisation of agriculture with emphasis on value addition and industrialisation 

will enhance agriculture’s attractiveness to young people  

GDS: It is often said that young people don’t want to work in agriculture anymore. Do you 

think that this is true? If so, why / or how could agriculture become more attractive for the 

youth?  

AS: I don’t believe young people do not want to work in agriculture anymore. What I do 

believe though is that young people do not want to work in agriculture as their parents have 

worked in the sector. Modernised agriculture is where young people want to engage. I have 

seen and met young farmers both males and females who are doing well in agriculture, both as 

emerging commercial farmers and young ‘agripreneurs’. What the youth of Africa needs is 

practical skills and entrepreneurship to enhance their productivity and integrate them into 

modern agriculture value chains.  

GDS: Many NGOs and researchers say that family farming and agroecology are key to 

maintain employment in rural areas. But relationship in the family can be barriers for young 

people to stay in agriculture. Some people also say that agroecological farming is too hard to 

make agriculture attractive. In your opinion, what production system is more appropriate to 

ensure enough employment in rural areas and offer attractive perspectives to young people?  

AS: I think one or two approaches are not enough for attracting young people into 

agriculture. Africa has been practicing family farming for centuries as part of our agricultural 

production system. Issues of land partitioning among family members is restricting the number 

of young family members who have access to land and economic factors of production. Family 

farming should be modernised in the African context and it should be made more commercial 

and attractive to maintain the young people into the production system. I think that both 

family farming and ecological farming are two of the approaches that should be integrated into 

Africa agriculture development. 
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